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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 1 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 2 

OF THE TOWN OF BERNALILLO 3 
HELD AT THE TOWN  4 

January 3, 2023 5 
 6 
The Planning & Zoning Commission of the Town of Bernalillo met in person and virtually via 7 
WebEx in regular session within the laws and rules of the Town on January 3, 2023 at 6:30pm. 8 
 9 
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 10 
Chairperson Duran called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 11 
 12 
ITEM2: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 13 
Chairperson Duran led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance. 14 
 15 
ITEM 3: ROLL CALL 16 
Upon roll call the following members were found present: 17 
 18 
PRESENT:       19 
Chairperson Juanita M. Duran                                       20 
Commissioner Joseph Moreno (WebEx)    21 
Commissioner Joseph Quintana          22 
Commissioner Raul Montaño    23 
Commissioner Dominick Lepore 24 
Commissioner Antonette Eichwald (WebEx)    25 
 26 
ABSENT:       27 
Commissioner Porter Dees    28 
 29 
ALSO PRESENT (in person):            30 
Stephanie Shumsky, Planning & Zoning Director 31 
Honora Langwell, Planning & Zoning Admin Asst. 32 
Jon Peadon, Planning & Zoning Development Coordinator 33 
Mike Kloeppel, Economic Dev. Director 34 
 35 
Concepcion Mancilla-Huerta  Octovian Valencia Emilio Brazil       Pearl Ortega 36 
 37 
ALSO PRESENT (via WebEx): 38 
Luci & William Reynolds-Harmon  Rachel Sanchez      39 
 40 
A quorum was present 41 
 42 
ITEM 4: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 43 
Chairperson Duran said, at this time, we’ll move on to approval of the agenda. 44 
 45 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  46 
 47 



Town of Bernalillo - Planning and Zoning Commission  
Meeting Minutes  
January 3, 2023   
 

  
 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore.   48 
 49 
Chairperson Duran asked for a roll call vote. 50 
 51 
Roll Call Vote:  52 
Chairperson Duran - yes 53 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 54 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 55 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 56 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 57 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 58 
 59 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 60 
 61 
ITEM 5: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 6, 2022 62 
Commissioner Duran said she had the following corrections to the minutes: 63 
Line 157: Change “exiting” to “existing” 64 
Line 337: Change “flesh” to “flush” 65 
Line 406: Change “every” to “very”  66 
Line 534: Change “forth” to “fourth” 67 
Line 916: Add “vote” before “please”  68 
Line 920: Change “yes” to “no” 69 
Line 953: Delete “this” before “making” 70 
Line 1405: Change “promise” To “swear”  71 
Line 1406: Add “ahead” before “and” 72 
Line 1842: Add “we are” before adjourned” 73 
 74 
Commissioner Montano made a motion to approve the December 6, 2022 minutes, as amended. 75 
 76 
Commissioner Lepore seconded the motion. 77 
 78 
Chairperson Duran asked for a roll call vote. 79 
 80 
Roll Call Vote:  81 
Chairperson Duran - yes 82 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 83 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 84 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 85 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 86 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 87 
 88 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 89 
 90 
SWEARING IN OF WITNESSES 91 
Chairperson Duan swore in members of the audience who were going to testify before the 92 
Commission. Anybody on Webex will be sworn in right before (inaudible)… 93 
 94 
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ITEM 6: PUBLIC HEARINGS 95 
ITEM 6A: ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 96 
Chairperson Duran said, at this time, I will entertain nominations for election of a Chairperson. 97 
 98 
Commissioner Montãno said, I would like to nominate Juanita Duran. 99 
 100 
Commissioner Quintana said, I would like to second that. 101 
 102 
Chairperson Duran said, we have a nomination for chairperson. Do I have any other nominations at 103 
this time?  With no further nominations, we have a motion from Commissioner Montãno and a second 104 
by Commissioner Quintana. Can we have a roll call vote? 105 
 106 
Roll Call Vote: 107 
Chairperson Duran - yes 108 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 109 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 110 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 111 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 112 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 113 
 114 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair that item passed.  Madam Chair you’re still the chair, thank you. 115 
 116 
ITEM 6B: ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 117 
Chairperson Duran said, we’ll move on to the election of the Vice Chair. Do I have nominations for 118 
vice chair? 119 
 120 
Commissioner Lepore said, he nominates Mr. Joseph Quintana. 121 
 122 
Chairperson Duran asked if she has a second for Commissioner Quintana? 123 
 124 
Commissioner Montãno said, he seconds the nomination. 125 
 126 
Chairperson Duran said, do I have any further nominations for Vice Chair? Hearing no further 127 
nominations, the motion is from Commissioner Lepore and the second from Commissioner Montano. 128 
May I have a roll call vote please? 129 
 130 
Roll Call Vote: 131 
Chairperson Duran - yes 132 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 133 
Commissioner Quintana - yes  134 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 135 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 136 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 137 
 138 
Ms. Shumsky said Madam Chair that item passes. Commissioner Quintana is the new Vice 139 
Chairperson. Thank you for your service. 140 
 141 
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ITEM 6C: VAR23-001: VARIANCE OF 5’ TO THE REQUIRED 5’ SIDE-YARD SETBACK 142 
AT 325 LOS PINOS, LEGAL DESCRIPTION: OLD SAWMILL ADDITION, BLOCK 5, LOT 143 
4, ZONED R-2 144 
Chairperson Duran said we will move on to our first action item. We are going to move on to the 145 
variance from the required five-foot side yard setback at 325 Los Pinos. Who will be presenting this 146 
item?  If you will come forward, have a seat, pull the mic toward you and make sure that you don’t tap 147 
on the table, so we don’t pick that up. Go ahead, identify yourself for the record.  148 
 149 
Mr. Brazil said, my name is Emilio J. Brazil. 150 
 151 
Chairperson Duran asks, and your name sir? 152 
 153 
Mr. Ling said, my name is Douglas Yuri Ling. I’m a friend of Emilio’s, I’m just here to help and make 154 
sure that he conveys his side properly. 155 
 156 
Chairperson Duran said, go ahead. 157 
 158 
Mr. Brazil said I’m here because I built the carport at my home at 325 Los Pinos, I take full 159 
responsibility for not getting a permit. But what led to that was I spoke with a lady. I was washing my 160 
truck and she was in a city truck. I think her name was Susan, if I’m not mistaken anyway, we started 161 
talking and I asked her about permits for a carport and she says if it’s under ten by twelve that I would 162 
not need a permit, but I have to go pay the twenty-five-dollar fee to build it. Well, I went ahead and 163 
built it. I forgot about speaking about it. When we were halfway through, I decided I got to come and 164 
pay this bill for twenty-five-dollars. Well, they put a tag on my door saying that it was a variance this 165 
or the other. The carport is on the east side of my home. The front beams sit about 5 or 6 feet away 166 
from the sidewalk, six by six beams.  Six between the sidewalk, twelve feet back. That’s the roof, the 167 
length of it. On the side, it’s up against the fence I made 45 years ago. Like I said, I take full 168 
responsibility, we put the poles against the fence. It’s all done properly in concrete tubes. It’s just a 169 
freestanding carport just to keep the elements off my wife’s car. I’d have done it on the other side of 170 
the house but I have a PNM box there. On the east side of the house, there’s a gas meter so we put the 171 
carport in front of that gas meter, so the car doesn’t drive up to it and hit the gas meter. I guess it’s just 172 
a variance issue as far as it’s too close to the fence, too close to the sidewalk. But according to what 173 
I’ve read, they say you got to be 20 feet back from the sidewalks. Well, my house isn’t even 20 feet 174 
back from the sidewalk, nor the porch to the existing house that was built on the house which is only 175 
like 15 feet from the sidewalk, so I don’t know. If I did wrong, I apologize. I take responsibility. I 176 
don’t want to have to take the carport down, I have got a lot of money in it. I don’t see it as a threat to 177 
the neighbors at all.  I know you guys sent out a letter, I don’t know if anybody sent it back or not, if 178 
they had a problem with it, but the neighbors around me, they’ve all said they liked the way it looks 179 
rustic looking and stuff. You know, it’s just an addition to your community, to our neighborhood. 180 
 181 
Mr. Ling said, in other words, what he’s saying is he apologized for the misunderstanding. He just 182 
misinterpreted the information given and went ahead with this carport and we’re just asking your 183 
forgiveness and your understanding of the situation and try to see if we can’t meet somewhere in the 184 
middle, or see what kind of common ground we can accomplish in this matter. 185 
 186 
Chairperson Duran said, this is a picture of the carport, correct? 187 
 188 
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Mr. Brazil said, yes. 189 
 190 
Chairperson Duran said, I can see that it is made of wood. 191 
 192 
Mr. Brazil said 6 by 6 beams, 4 by 6 rafters. I’ve made many of them, and for other people and the 193 
only thing, the variance is 5ft off the fence, well if I put the pole five feet off the fence, that’s in the 194 
middle of the driveway. Like I said, it’s just to keep the weather off my wife’s car. I bought her a new 195 
car and she said she’d divorce me if I didn’t do something. 196 
 197 
Chairperson Duran said there are ordinances that require a certain amount of feet in the front, the back 198 
and the sides. Is there somebody that’s on the other side of the fence? 199 
 200 
Mr. Brazil said, on the other side of the fence it’s about (inaudible)…. While, but from my fence to the 201 
driveway that they drive to the back (inaudible)… and as far as if by chance that would have ever 202 
caught fire, if you look at it, my carport sits in front of both houses. So, it’s not going to, I mean, if my 203 
house caught on fire, their house might catch fire before the carport would. 204 
 205 
Mr. Ling said I think what Emilio is trying to say is that he believes that the carport with it being set in 206 
front of the houses, is a further distance for flames to jump from house to house or to jump from his 207 
house to the carport back to the other house.  208 
 209 
Mr. Brazil said, and as far as from the sidewalk back, there’s plenty of room there. I mean, when I 210 
moved into this house, I bought that house in 1985 and when I put the carport, the builders in that 211 
neighborhood, there wasn’t even a sidewalk there.  So, I kind of built a sidewalk and here’s what we 212 
had to do have been there for over 37 years. 213 
 214 
Chairperson Duran said I can see this was made of wood, but is the wood treated. Is it not treated? 215 
 216 
Mr. Brazil said I had got the (inaudible)… on the door, and the wood is not treated, its rough cut 217 
lumber. But I have been looking into products. They make an oil, a fire resistant oil, I haven’t bought 218 
it yet because I don’t want to waste time doing it. You know, it’s an oil base. Maybe it’s not oil based, 219 
because that’s probably flammable. 220 
 221 
Mr. Ling said he’s just trying to consult with you guys. No, the wood is not fire resistant. 222 
 223 
Commissioner Montãno said I know what you’re talking about, it’s a fire retardant you put on wood, 224 
which resists the fire. 225 
 226 
Mr. Brazil said it’s all wood, the roof is pro panel to match my home. 227 
 228 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any questions from the commission? 229 
 230 
Commissioner Quintana said, I have a question. Mr. Brazil, I see that there is something in front of the 231 
gas meter. Are those cinderblocks? 232 
 233 
Mr. Brazin said yes, they are cinderblocks. 234 
 235 
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Commissioner Quintana said I have a question for staff. Ms. Shumsky does PNM have a utility 236 
easement on the west side of the property. 237 
 238 
Ms. Shumsky said Madam Chair, Commissioner Quintana, I don’t know, the applicant might know 239 
that. 240 
 241 
Mr. Brazil said, there’s a box that is 3 feet by 3 feet up against the existing fence and it’s not even 5 242 
feet from the sidewalk.  It’s a pain in the butt and what scares me, I bumped into it a couple times, and 243 
it moves. So, every 2 years they come out here and take a crane and they adjust and straighten it up 244 
and put a pad under it.  245 
 246 
Mr. Ling said, it’s a dangerous obstruction that exists on his property. 247 
 248 
Mr. Brazil said, it’s like in the middle of my driveway. 249 
 250 
Commissioner Quintana said, that would prevent you from having the carport on that side. 251 
 252 
Mr. Ling said, absolutely. 253 
 254 
Commissioner Montãno said, how much narrower it is than where you put the carport. 255 
 256 
Mr. Brazil said it’s probably 10 feet. 257 
 258 
Commissioner Montãno said, the box is obstructing it.  259 
 260 
Mr. Brazil said no, no, no. The carport is on the east side, the PNM box is on the west side. So, I didn’t 261 
put it on the west side. We put it on the east side and we put the poles in front of the gas meter. 262 
 263 
Commissioner Montãno said, I was asking about the opposite side of the one that they’re showing on 264 
the screen there. 265 
 266 
Mr. Brazil said, the opposite side of that side, on the other side. 267 
 268 
Commissioner Montãno said, how wide is it? 269 
 270 
Mr. Brazil said, about 13 almost 14 feet. 271 
 272 
Commissioner Montãno said, but there is stuff obstructing it like you said, the PNM box. 273 
 274 
Mr. Brazil said, yes, and I have a straight way in there. I moved in here in 85 and it was an old house I 275 
bought and through time, years I’ve tried to make it a better place. Our neighborhood isn’t the greatest 276 
neighborhood in the world, but we try to keep it together. 277 
 278 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any other questions from the commission? 279 
 280 
Commissioner Lepore said, yes. Can you tell me about the material on the roof? 281 
 282 
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Mr. Brazil said, the roof is pro panel, it’s metal. 283 
 284 
Commissioner Lepore said, diverting rain from back to front. It doesn’t blow off into your neighbors? 285 
 286 
Mr. Brazil said, no, no.  287 
 288 
Commissioner Lepore said, I notice you have a cap on that side there. I’m going to tell you something 289 
that comes from my experience, not anyone here. Seeing that gas meter there, I’ve seen it happen more 290 
than once in my lifetime. You should put poles around it. Pull the blocks away from it. Someone is 291 
going to go back there. It’s a problem. 292 
 293 
Mr. Brazil said, I’d be more than glad to. 294 
 295 
Commissioner Lepore said, take two and a half inch poles and fill the with concrete.  But again, I’m 296 
not telling you from the Town of Bernalillo, I’m telling you from my own experience. 297 
 298 
Mr. Brazil said, I will if I have to. 299 
 300 
Chairperson Duran said, are there any questions from the Commission? Is there any public comment 301 
on this item? On Webex? Do I have a motion? Can I have a motion? 302 
 303 
Commissioner Quintana said Madam Chairperson, I’m reluctantly going to make a motion to deny the 304 
item because of the zero setback and the fact that it’s made of wood. I don’t feel good about him doing 305 
it. I have to make a motion to deny Mr. Brazil’s request. 306 
 307 
Mr. Brazil said, even if I oil treat it. 308 
 309 
Chairperson Duran said let me run through the motion process first, okay. I have a motion from 310 
Commissioner Quintana. I ask for a second, before I ask for a second, would you take an amendment 311 
to your motion? That would make a requirement that if the carport is left up, that all the sides have to 312 
stay open can’t drain to somebody else’s property, and that a fire resistant is coating is pasted on the 313 
wood. 314 
 315 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair, a point of order, his motion was for denial so there can’t be any 316 
conditions. So, if nobody seconds the motion, then there can be another motion for approval with those 317 
conditions and then you can vote on that.   318 
 319 
Chairperson Duran said, I have a motion for denial from Commissioner Quintana. Do I have a second? 320 
If I don’t have a second, the motion dies, doesn’t it? 321 
 322 
Ms. Shumsky said the motion dies and someone can make another motion. 323 
 324 
Chairperson Duran said, no second to the motion? Motions dies. Do I have another motion? 325 
 326 
Commission Lepore said if it’s treated, a material description must be presented to the building 327 
department, going back to those things again, and water must be diverted from back to front, that is my 328 
motion. 329 
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 330 
Chairperson Duran said, the carport cannot be enclosed correct? 331 
 332 
Commission Lepore said, yes. 333 
 334 
Commission Moreno said, Madam Chair, if I can, can you repeat that? Commissioner Lepore broke 335 
up. 336 
 337 
Chairperson Duran said, Commission Lepore has a motion to approve the conditions as they are 338 
outlined in the report. The fire-resistant coating, the water drainage, the carport is open on all sides, am 339 
I correct? Also, you’re doing the motion here that also means they have to get the permit. So, basically 340 
all the conditions that were recommended by staff.  Okay, do I have a second to the motion? 341 
 342 
Commissioner Montãno said, I will second it. 343 
 344 
Chairperson Duran said, I have a motion from Commissioner Lepore and a second from 345 
Commissioner Montano. Can I have a roll call vote please? 346 
 347 
Roll Call Vote: 348 
Chairperson Duran - yes 349 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 350 
Commissioner Quintana - yes  351 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 352 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 353 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 354 
 355 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair that item passes based on the conditions stated in the staff report. 356 
 357 
Chairperson Duran said we approved that, which means you don’t have to take it down. But you have 358 
to comply with all of these conditions and in the future if you have any inclination you’re going to 359 
build anything or put something on your house, please make the inquiry to the planning office before 360 
you do that, you do have to pay for the permit. You will have to show them what kind of fire retardant 361 
you are going to use on the whole thing. The roof, sides everything. 362 
 363 
Mr. Ling said, absolutely, and what deadline do we have to meet these requirements. 364 
 365 
Chairperson Duran said, I would say 30 days. 366 
 367 
Commissioner Lepore said, conditions of the weather 30 to 45 days. 368 
 369 
Chairperson Duran said you think weather, ok 30 to 45 days. 370 
 371 
Mr. Ling said we really appreciate your consideration in this matter. 372 
 373 
Mr. Brazil said he will put the poles in front of the gas meter. 374 
 375 
Chairperson Duran said it’s a good idea for your safety. 376 
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 377 
Mr. Ling said thank you. Thank you for your time. 378 
 379 
Chairperson Duran said, you are welcome. You are welcome to stay for the rest of the meeting, but 380 
you don’t have to. 381 
 382 
ITEM 6D: CUP23-001: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A DWELLING UNIT 383 
FOR A WATCHMAN OR CARETAKER IN AN M-1 ZONE AT 881 S. HILL ROAD, 384 
LEAGAL DESCRIPTION: MRGCD MAP 11, TRACT 30B2, ZONED M-1. 385 
Let’s move on to item 6d. Which is a conditional use permit to allow a dwelling unit for a watchman 386 
or caretaker. Who will be presenting? 387 
 388 
Laci Reynolds-Harmon said, good evening, Chairperson Duran and Commissioners. I am Laci 389 
Reynolds. 390 
 391 
Chairperson Duran said, okay Ms. Reynolds. You can go ahead, and stand, raise your right hand. Do 392 
you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 393 
 394 
Ms. Reynolds said, I do. 395 
 396 
Chairperson Duran said, you may proceed. 397 
 398 
Ms. Reynolds said, it’s nice to see your faces again. We’re hoping this is the last time. Not simply 399 
because we don’t want to see your faces, but because it’s been a long process. We are here for our 400 
conditional use permit. We originally started with rezoning commercial to residential and then we 401 
went to light industrial. We did get that approved by you all and by the town and we thank all of you 402 
for that. But now we want to continue to live at the property and in order to do that, we are requesting 403 
the conditional use permit to be approved. So, we can continue to live on the property and have that 404 
watchman quarters or our residence. 405 
 406 
Chairperson Duran said, right, so just a point of clarification. You are meaning the home to be the 407 
actual house that you have there, that’s where the watchman or the caretaker will stay. No new 408 
building, there will be nothing. 409 
 410 
Ms. Reynolds said, there will not be a new building, nothing moved in. It is our current double wide 411 
mobile home that will stay there. 412 
 413 
Chairperson Duran said, I just wanted to clarify, thank you. Other questions from the Commission? 414 
Anybody on Webex? There are no further questions. Do I have a motion? 415 
 416 
Commissioner Quintana said, I move that conditional use permit 23-001 requested by Ms. Reynolds- 417 
Harmon be approved. Based on the conditions presented in the report. 418 
 419 
Chairperson Duran said, I have a motion from Commissioner Quintana. Do I have a second? 420 
 421 
Commissioner Lepore said, I second it. 422 
 423 
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Chairperson Duran said, I have a second from Commissioner Lepore. Can I have a roll call vote 424 
please? 425 
 426 
Roll Call Vote: 427 
Chairperson Duran - yes 428 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 429 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 430 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 431 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 432 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 433 
 434 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair that item passes. 435 
 436 
Chairperson Duran said to Ms. Reynolds, you are approved. You’re welcome to stay on Webex longer 437 
if you like, but don’t have to. 438 
 439 
Ms. Reynolds said thank you all for your time, have a good evening.  440 
 441 
ITEM 6E: CUP22-006: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A RECREATIONAL 442 
VEHICLE AS A TEMPORARY DWELLING PER ZONING CODE SECTION 10.B.6 AT 1248 443 
CALLE SAN YSIDRO, LEGAL DESCRIPTION: MRGCD MAP11, TRACT 213A, ZONED R-444 
1A. 445 
Chairperson Duran said we are going to move on to 6E, a conditional use permit to allow a 446 
recreational vehicle as a temporary dwelling. Who will be presenting this item? We don’t have anyone 447 
in the audience. Anyone on Webex? This was deferred from the last meeting. With a request for 448 
further information. My understanding as the writing of this report, there has been no further 449 
information present to the planning office? 450 
 451 
Ms. Shumsky said, that is correct. 452 
 453 
Chairperson Duran said, what is the wish of the Commission? a motion? Do we want to defer this 454 
again or does the staff have some other recommendations. 455 
 456 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair, Commissioners, I’m inclined to recommend deferral. The applicant 457 
did say they would be in the office the very next day. They haven’t contacted us. I know he is not 458 
computer literate and he’s got some other stuff going on. So, I’m inclined to defer it for 30 days, but 459 
honestly, I don’t know if he’s going to be able to accomplish the goal or not. 460 
 461 
Chairperson Duran said, what is the desire of the Commission then?  Do you want to make a motion to 462 
defer it until the next meeting? 463 
 464 
Commissioner Montano said, I make a motion to defer it until the next meeting. Give them another 465 
opportunity. 466 
 467 
Chairperson Duran said I have a motion to defer until the next meeting by Commissioner Montano, do 468 
I have a second? 469 
 470 
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Commissioner Lepore said, I second the motion. 471 
 472 
Chairperson Duran said we have a second by Commissioner Lepore. Can I have a roll call vote please? 473 
 474 
Roll Call Vote: 475 
Chairperson Duran - yes 476 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 477 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 478 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 479 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 480 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 481 
 482 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair that item will be deferred to February. 483 
 484 
ITEM 6F: CUP22-007: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR USED AUTO SALES AT 413 S. 485 
CAMINO DEL PUEBLO, LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LAND OF C DE BACA RAYMOND, 486 
TRACT C, ZONED C-1 487 
Chairperson Duran said, at this time we will move on to item 6F, conditional use permit for used auto 488 
sales at 413 S. Camino Del Pueblo. Who will be presenting this item? Before you both have a seat, 489 
please raise your right hand. Do you swear to tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 490 
 491 
Mr. Valencia and Ms. Mancilla-Huerta said, yes. 492 
 493 
Chairperson Duran said, you may have a seat, make sure you move the mic toward you when you’re 494 
speaking. 495 
 496 
Mr. Valencia said Madam Chair, before I sit down may I present some information to the 497 
Commission? 498 
 499 
Chairperson Duran said, is this the stuff that you sent via email? You can go ahead. Just wanted to 500 
make sure. 501 
 502 
Mr. Valencia said, there are photos and an updated drawing. 503 
 504 
Chairperson Duran said, these pictures and the drawing on the back? 505 
 506 
Ms. Mancilla-Huerta said, there are more pictures.  507 
 508 
Chairperson Duran said, go ahead and pass the information you have out, make sure that you give a 509 
copy to the staff. Who is going to present? Go ahead and identify yourself for the record. 510 
 511 
Mr. Valencia said, my name is Octavian Valencia. I am the agent for Ms. Concepcion Mancilla-Huerta 512 
as well as the Ce De Baca family. Madam Chair and Commissioners, more information was requested 513 
in regard to the auto sales that we’re going to be occurring at 413 South Camino Del Pueblo. Since 514 
then, an updated floor plan has been submitted. That includes the parking lot size, which is detailed 515 
here in the packets that were given to you. The estimated auto lot size in the rear of the building as 516 
well as the structures adjacent to the business, the anticipated business, which is the Family Dollar and 517 
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the residential home.  The business sign is also indicated on this legend. It is a non-illuminated sign. 518 
There are also pictures that were submitted to show the front of the current business of Royal Highness 519 
as well as the structures adjacent to the property, as well as the parking lot and where the request for 520 
the sign will be placed, as well as the exterior of the back of the building where the automobiles lot 521 
will be. 522 
 523 
Chairperson Duran said, would you like to present anything?  524 
 525 
Ms. Mancilla-Huert said, the last picture is a picture of the back office where the office is going to be. 526 
It is totally separate. 527 
 528 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any questions from the Commission? 529 
 530 
Commissioner Lepore said, I have a question about the auto lot to store cars and sell them there. What 531 
type of cars? 532 
 533 
Mr. Valencia said, used vehicles, they’ll range anywhere from classic cars to modern cars to electric.  534 
Motorsport vehicles just depending on the market and the vehicles available for sale. 535 
 536 
Commissioner Lepore said, what I’m getting at is there is a residential home next door, you’re not 537 
going to be selling tractor trailers? 538 
 539 
Mr. Valencia said, no. 540 
 541 
Commissioner Lepore said, you’re building of old construction, you’re not going to use that for any 542 
purpose? 543 
 544 
Mr. Valencia said, no sir. That building will eventually come down.  It’s just dependent on the 545 
Brennen and Ce De Baca family. It’s historical and been in their family for many generations. So, it’s 546 
not occupied. 547 
 548 
Commissioner Lepore said, do you plan on storing any gas or products there? 549 
 550 
Mr. Valencia said, no sir. 551 
 552 
Commissioner Montãno said, most of the cars, you refurbish them and clean them so you can sell 553 
them? When you do all that, are you going to have a place to do it or are you going to do it right there 554 
on site? 555 
 556 
Mr. Valencia said, if vehicles are purchased at auction Commissioner and there’s issues with 557 
maintenance, Ms. Mancilla-Huerta has a contract with an auto mechanic shop and it’ll be conducted 558 
there at the auto shop. So basic maintenance, washing vehicles, checking oil, stuff like that will occur 559 
on the property itself, but any major repairs will not. Not going to be cars with engines taken out, or 560 
transmission replaced there. Anything that happens at that intricate level occurs at a body shop or a 561 
mechanic. 562 
 563 
Commissioner Montãno said, ok, thank you. 564 



Town of Bernalillo - Planning and Zoning Commission  
Meeting Minutes  
January 3, 2023   
 

  
 

 565 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any other questions from the Commission? 566 
 567 
Commissioner Moreno said, I don’t have a question per se, Madam Chairwomen, but I think it’s more 568 
of a concern. To our presenters, are you aware of our main street overlay?  It basically covers our main 569 
street and how the aesthetic looks for buildings, brand new construction and really any business that 570 
goes in there. Are you familiar with those design guidelines? 571 
 572 
Mr. Valencia said, off the top of my head Commissioner, no, I’m not. 573 
 574 
Commissioner Moreno said okay. That is my concern, we have the main street overlay, and it really is 575 
meant in many ways to preserve the unique, small-town character of our community and the means of 576 
our agriculture identity. Sometimes when, like for me, for example, I have a hard time with a car lot in 577 
that main street overlay. So, I just kind of wanted to mention that for the record. It’s that when I look 578 
at something like this, that will go on the main street, how does the aesthetic look in terms of how 579 
people will perceive our community and that main street overlay. When they’re driving through or 580 
when they’re living here. So just kind of keep that in mind as I consider this. I think about how we’ve 581 
really changed in a lot of ways. This is a very significant document that we have in terms of our main 582 
street overlay. So, just something to think about as we continue to talk about this. 583 
 584 
Chairperson Duran said thank you Commissioner Moreno. Other questions for the Commission? 585 
 586 
Commissioner Eichwald said, I have a comment Commissioner Duran. I agree with Commissioner 587 
Moreno. 588 
 589 
Chairperson Duran said thank you Commissioner Eichwald. Are there any other questions from the 590 
commission? I have a question. I was the one that was asking about the fence last time because I didn’t 591 
realize there was a wall there. So, I’m looking at your diagram and where it is showing a parking lot. 592 
This is actually representing a wall, correct? 593 
 594 
Mr. Valencia said, that is correct Madam Chair. If you see on this picture here it represents the wall 595 
and the fence. 596 
 597 
Chairperson Duran said how tall is that wall? 598 
 599 
Mr. Valencia said it’s approximately 7 feet, I think, off the top of my head 600 
 601 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair that is a wooden fence. It’s a wood fence on the south side, on the 602 
southside to the residence. 603 
 604 
Chairperson Duran said, the one that is made from concrete or something. Question to staff? The main 605 
street overlay, is there anything specific to this type of business? 606 
 607 
Ms. Shumsky said Madam Chair, Commissioners, it does not prohibit this type of business. It does 608 
regulate the type of signage, walls, fences and so forth. Just so the applicant knows, in the staff report 609 
from last month and this month are all of the main street regulations.  So, I encourage you to look at 610 
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that online and the notices that we send out, there’s a link to the full packet. So, all that information’s 611 
in there. 612 
 613 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any other questions from the Commission? You have a 614 
question or comment Mr. Valencia? 615 
 616 
Mr. Valencia said, yes, it’s just in response to the Commissioner. I understand the Commissioner’s 617 
concern. But there’s no construction or any building occurring. The structure that is currently there is 618 
staying. As for the building itself, there is nothing that will be added or any addition to the building. 619 
So, as the structure is currently the way it’s going to be. The only addition that will be added is the 620 
signage. 621 
 622 
Commissioner Moreno said, correct and when I was talking about that. I didn’t necessarily mean new 623 
construction, but I know I said it, but it’s the aesthetic of having that many cars on Main Street so just 624 
to clarify your comments. I didn’t necessarily think it was new buildings. 625 
 626 
Chairperson Duran said, thank you.  Commissioner Quintana? 627 
 628 
Commissioner Quintana said, at any given time, how many cars do you have? How many do you 629 
expect to have at any given time?  You’re not going to fill it up with 50 cars, right? I mean, there’s not 630 
that kind of room, right? 631 
 632 
Mr. Valencia said, no, but actually there is, there is three and a half acres in the rear of building.   633 
 634 
Commissioner Quintana said, that’s pretty big then. So, what do you think at any given time. How 635 
many cars? 636 
 637 
Mr. Valencia said it’s hard to say, Commissioner with the current market now, as it is. It would be nice 638 
to fill it up with 50 and I believe that’s the number that was presented in the initial packet On whether 639 
that happens, it’s hard to say. Again, the car lot isn’t sitting in front of the building, it’s sitting behind 640 
and I think the wall is big enough to cover that to preserve the aesthetic of the main street and to 641 
preserve the history of the Town of Bernalillo. It’s no different than our neighbor that does his 642 
farming. There are large bales of hay that tower over the buildings and he still maintains that integrity 643 
or excuse me that aesthetic look for the Town of Bernalillo. 644 
 645 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were other questions from the Commission? Is there any public 646 
comment on this item? Anybody on Webex? There is no other comment, Commissioners. No further 647 
questions. Do I have a motion? Commissioners can I have a motion?  Commissioner Moreno? 648 
 649 
Commissioner Moreno said, I don’t have a motion at this time. 650 
 651 
Chairperson Duran said, you can see that the Commission is struggling with the main street overlay 652 
and the aesthetics of main street and keeping that small town and preserving it. Let us just look at the 653 
information a little bit more and see if we can have a motion. While they are looking at that, I’m going 654 
to give you my copy from here. Main Street information. 655 
 656 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair, I have a book right here. 657 
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 658 
Chairperson Duran said, let them have that. I appreciate that.   659 
 660 
Commissioner Quintana said, I have a quick question. Please refresh my memory, did you tell me 661 
there was a connection between you and Royal Highness, LLC. 662 
 663 
Mr. Valencia said, that’s correct.   664 
 665 
Commissioner Quintana said, you are the owner of both?   666 
 667 
Mr. Valencia said no, only of Royal Highness. 668 
 669 
Commissioner Quintana said, thank you very much. You want to expand your business into used cars? 670 
 671 
Mr. Valencia said, no, I’m not the building owner. I’m just leasing the building. 672 
 673 
Commissioner Quintana said, ok, ok, Sorry. 674 
 675 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any further questions from the Commission.  Not hearing any 676 
questions, do I have a motion? 677 
 678 
Commissioner Quintana said, Madam Chair I move to deny the applicant’s request based on my 679 
concerns with the main street overlay district. 680 
 681 
Chairperson Duran said, I have a motion from Commissioner Quintana. Do I have a second? 682 
 683 
Commissioner Moreno said, I’ll second it. 684 
 685 
Chairperson Duran said, we have a second from Commissioner Moreno. Can I have a roll call vote? 686 
 687 
Roll Call Vote: 688 
Chairperson Duran - yes 689 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 690 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 691 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 692 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 693 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 694 
 695 
Ms. Shumsky said Madam Chair that motion passes, the item is denied. 696 
 697 
Chairperson Duran said, your item was denied, you do have the ability to appeal to Town Council. 698 
 699 
Mr. Valencia said, can I make one more comment to Commissioners. Just for the record, Madam 700 
Chair and Commissioners as testimony was based upon us today. Zoning staff advised that this type of 701 
business is allowed and is not outlined in the main street overlay district. 702 
 703 
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Chairperson Duran said, thank you, you can go ahead and appeal to the Town Council. At this time 704 
that is all for the hearing.  705 
 706 
Chairperson Duran asked for staff announcements. 707 
 708 
Ms. Shumsky made announcements about the number of building permits for the month of December 709 
and that business license renewals are underway. 710 
 711 
Chairperson Duran asked for a motion to adjourn.  712 
 713 
Commissioner Montãno made a motion to adjourn. 714 
 715 
Commissioner Quintana said I’ll second it. 716 
  717 
Chairperson Duran said, I have a second from Commissioner Quintana. Can I have a roll call vote 718 
please. 719 
 720 
Roll Call Vote: 721 
Chairperson Duran - yes 722 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 723 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 724 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 725 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 726 
Commissioner Montãno - yes 727 
 728 
Ms. Shumsky said, Madam Chair we are adjourned. 729 
 730 
Chairperson Duran said we are adjourned at 7:38 pm, thank you. 731 


